
                                  THE INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL SALMIYA  

                                                      ENGLISH [COMMUNICATIVE] 

                     Time allowed: 3 hours                                                        Maximum Marks: 80 

        General   Instructions: 

(i) The  Question paper is divided into three sections : 

Section A – Reading 

Section B- Writing and Grammar 

Section C- Literature: Textbook and Long Reading Text 

(ii) ALL questions are compulsory 

(iii) You may attempt any section at a time. 

(iv) All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

                                                       SECTION A- (READING)                                 

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:          (20 marks)                                                                   

     Legends will tell you that flamingoes are no ordinary visitors to Kutch. They were the 

honored guests of King Lakho and he had forbidden the hunting of flamingoes, which 

came to Kutch from various parts of the world every year to breed. For centuries the 

region has been a heaven for the migratory bird. Today, Flamingo City, an island in the 

middle of the Rann of Kutch, known the world over as one of the biggest breeding 

grounds of the Greater Flamingo, is strewn with bodies of hundreds of flamingo chicks. 

The parent of these chicks have fled island due to lack of food. Zooplanktons, algae and 

small fish that these birds survive on are dying due to sudden increase in the salinity of 

the Rann waters. One can even see the dead fish floating. 

Flamingoes need salt- encrusted, damp mud to build nests. The place where they build 

their nests has to be inaccessible to predatory cats and birds. It should also have 

sufficient food. The right mix of sweet and brackish water in the  Rann is crucial for the 

proliferation of planktons  and algae that the flamingoes feed on . Faced with starvation 

flamingoes have fled the island leaving their chicks to fend for themselves .Till dates 

around a thousand flamingoes have died. 

Maharaja Kumarshri Himmatsinghji, a member of the royal family of Kutch and an 

expert on the birds of Kutch, traces the problem of increased salinity in the Rann water to 

the construction of dams on rivers that flow into the region. He emphasizes that efforts 

should be made to ensure that, at least some water flows into the Rann. In fact over the 

years, the number of flamingoes coming to the island has decreased because of the 

change in salinity of the Rann water. In 1945, Salim Ali, the late ornithologist, had found 



5 lakh birds on the island. Since then, the number has not gone above 2.2 lakh. However, 

the studies carried out on the  Flamingo City so far cannot be taken as 100 percent 

accurate because very few ornithologists have conducted regular studies on flamingoes 

in the area. The reason: the terrain is so inhospitable that it is simply not possible to visit 

the place every year. 

1.1 Answer any eight  the  following  questions:                                                               

1X8=8 

(a) What do legends tell us about flamingoes? 

(b) Why was the region a haven for the migratory bird? 

(c) What is the situation now in the Rann of Kutch? 

(d) Why have the parents of the chicks fled? 

(e) What do flamingoes need to build their nests? 

(f) What has Himmatsinghji  recommended  to solve the problem of salinity in the 

region? 

(g) What did Salim Ali find ? Has the number remained the same since then? 

(h) Why is it not possible to visit the place every year? 

(i) How zooplanktons are dying? 

2.   Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                                                                                             

1.        Nowadays , Mother’s  Day celebrations are held throughout  the world though they  may 

not fall at the same time . The way of celebrating may also differ but the purpose is the same . It 

is to honour  the mother  and to feel  and cherish  the beautiful  bonds we share with her . It 

would be interesting to find out how the idea of Mother’s Day  first took root and who was its 

originator. 

 2. The first celebrations were held in spring in ancient Greece, by paying tribute to Rhea the 

‘Mother of Gods’. During the 17th century, England honoured mothers by celebrating 

‘Mothering Sunday’ on the fourth Sunday of Lent . In the United States, Julia Ward Home 

suggested the idea in 1872 and perceived Mother’s Day as being dedicated to peace.  

3. But it was Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia who brought about the official   observance of 

Mother’s Day. She wanted this day to be a holiday and launched a campaign for it. This she 

did in memory of her mother who died in 1905 and who had, in the late 19th century, tried to 

establish ‘Mother’s Friendship Days’ as a way to heal the scars of Civil War. 

 4. In 1907, Jarvis held a ceremony in Grafton, West Virginia, to honour her mother. The 

proceedings touched her so greatly that she began a massive campaign to adopt a formal 

holiday for honouring mothers and in 1910 West Virginia became first state to recognize 

Mother’s Day. A year later, nearly every State officially marked the day. In 1914, President 

Woodrow Wilson officially proclaimed Mother’s Day as a national holiday to be held on the 

second Sunday of May. 



 5. But all her efforts to make Mother’s Day one of sentiment and love proved futile when 

she found that the holiday had been commercialized. Her accomplishment then turned bitter 

for her . She fought against the commercialization of this day. She filed a law suit to stop a 

1923 Mother’s Day. She was even arrested  for disturbing the peace at a war Mother’s 

Convention where women sold white carnations. White carnation was her symbol for 

mother’s, helping her to raise money. She never intended this day to be one for profit 

making and that was exactly what it had become.  

 6. Jarvis was never a mother herself. She spent her maternal fortune trying to stop the 

commercialization of the holiday she founded. Today, countries like Denmark, Finland, 

Italy, Turkey, Australia and Belgium also celebrate Mother’s Day on the same day as United 

States. 

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage , answer any four  of the following questions 

in  about 30-40 words each :                                                        (2x4=8)                                                                                 

(a) Why is the Mother’s Day celebrated? Do you approve its celebration?  

(b) Describe the first celebrations of Mother’s Day in different parts of the world?  

(c) Why did Jarvis’s efforts to make Mother’s Day as the day of sentiment and love prove 

futile? 

(d) How did Jarvis devote herself for the cause of Mother’s Day celebrations? 

(e) Which all countries today celebrate Mother’s Day on the same day as United States? 

2.2 Find the meanings of the words  given below with the help of the options that follow: 

(Any two) 

                                                                                                           (1x2=2) 

(a) Originator (Para 1) 

(j) Pioneer 

(ii) event 

(iii) product 

(iv) result 

(b) Tribute ( Para 2) 

(i)neglect 

 

(ii)wish 

  

(iii)acknowledgement 

  

(iv)payoff 

             (c)  launched (Para  3) 

                  (i)keep 



                 (ii)stop 

                 (iii)restart 

                  (iv)started 

2.3. On the basis of your reading of the passage , fill any two of the following blanks with 

appropriate words/phrases.                                            (1x2=2)  

               (i) The first celebrations were held in spring in ancient Greece,by------------------

-- 

               (ii) In 1907 ,Jarvis held a ceremony in Grafton,West Virginia,to--------------------

--------- 

              (iii) White carnation was her---------------------------------------------------- 

       

      

      

      

                                            SECTION B – WRITING AND GRAMMAR                                     

30 marks 

3. You are Radhika /Rajesh , B-22, Mayur  Vihar , Delhi . Write a  letter to the editor in 

100-120 words  of a local daily on the consequences of climate changes due to 

various man-made reasons .                                                                                                                                 

8 Marks 

                                                                      OR 

            Write a letter to the Commissioner of Chennai  Corporation , complaining about the poor 

sanitary                 conditions and mosquito menace in your locality in 100-120 words. You are 

Robert /Rosy , No.11, 2nd      cross street , Sterling road, T. Nagar , Chennai. 

4. Write a story in 200-250 words ,with any one set of the cues given below .Give a 

suitable title to the story.                                                                                      

10Marks 

A distressed king—his subjects lazy—places a big stone in the middle of a road—next  

day merchants pass go around it –an officer does the same –a young soldier does the 

same –everyone curses the stone –blame the king and his government –the king removes 

the stone –finds an iron box marked ‘For the person who moves away the stone ‘ and 

filled with gold—people feel ashamed.                                                                                                     

                                                                OR 



Young lad comes to Cremona in Italy in search of work –roams around the streets –stops 

to hear people playing a large instrument –decides to become an apprentice to a violin 

maker –designs smaller versions of the large violin –becomes the maker of the Amati 

violin –bought by the French king of that time –today there are 500 Amati violins all 

over the world. 

 

5. Choose the correct answer from the options given below .( any four)            (4 marks) 

Unfortunately,(a)---------------(a lot/few) of the companies which we sent offers to 

showed interest in our products .Last month was a good month for the company. We 

found (b)--------(many/either) new customers and also increased our profit. We have 

to speed up, there is very (c)---------------(few/little) time to finish the project. There 

were (d)-----------------(fewer/all) people than usual in the supermarket to buy our 

product. It will  take me (e)----------(a little/neither)time, but I’m sure everyone will 

learn how to use the software eventually. 

                                                                                                    

 

6. In the following passage , one word has been omitted in each line.  Write the missing 

word with the word that comes before and the word that comes after that.  (Any four)      

1x4=4  

                                                                            Before                 Missing                      

After 

Winston Castle damaged in the fire             Castle                  was                           

damaged 

last night. Although no one hurt,                 (a)----------                --------                     --

----------- 

two people rescued from upstairs .             (b)-----------           ---------                   -----

-------- 

It not that there was no damage.                  (c)------------            -----------            ------

------- 

A number of priceless paintings destroyed.(d)--------------       ------------            -------

------ 

It not known how the fire started.                 (e)------------        -------------               ----

---------- 

7. Rearrange  the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences .(Any 

four)                          (1x4=4) 

(a) join college/decided to/ at the/I/ thirty five/age of 

(b) worried/ to work/about/my ability/not/I was 

(c) had all their/ bright condition/ they still / classroom skills in 

(d) they/ gone / have/ to/match/a /see 



(e) that it/its knowledge/ of our civilization/ does not know/ with/ the great defect/is/ 

what to do 

 

        

 

                                SECTION C- (LITERATURE AND LONG READING TEXT)    30 

Marks 

 

 

8. Read  the extract  given below and answer the questions that follow:  Write the 

answer in one or two lines only.                                                                                     

1X4=4 

        You  must make your public happier 

         Give them something sharper, snappier 

        We must aim for better billings. 

         You still owe me sixty shillings.’ 

 

(a)  Who does ‘you’ refer to? 

(b)  What does the third line reveal about frog ? 

(c  )Find the synonym for the word ‘collection of money’ in the above stanza ? 

(d)  The above words  are spoken by whom? 

                                                             OR 

 ‘’ You must be saving to migrate to America,’’ I suggested. He looked at me sideways 

spoke       with an effort. 

‘’We should greatly  like to go to the States . But here , at present , we have other plans 

.’’ 

‘’What plans?’’ 

  He smiled uncomfortably  plans ,sir,’’ he answered in a low voice. 

(a) Who is ‘he’ referred to in the first line? 

(b) Why did the author think that the boys would emigrate to America? 

(c) What is the word for ‘going to live in a foreign country ‘in the passage? 

(d) Find the antonym of the word ‘comfortably’ in the passage. 

 

9.  Answer  any four of the following questions in 30-40words each:                  (  2x4=8) 

 (a) Tortured by doubt and remorse , he sat down in the glow of the charcoal sigri to wait 

. Who   is tortured by doubt and remorse ? Why? 

(b) The poet says that neither forces of nature nor wars can destroy his poetry. What 

quality of the poet is revealed through these lines ? 



(c) Why did Calpurnia want Caesar to stay at home and not to go to the Capitol ? 

(d)  Why didn’t Patol Babu wait to collect his payment ?  

(e) Describe the Ancient Mariner? 

 

10. Answer the following question in 100-120 words :                                 8 Marks 

     How does the writer of the story expose human greed and vanity in the story ‘Mrs  

     Packletide’s Tiger’?                        

                                                  OR 

      The play ‘The Dear Departed’ shows elderly / old people need to be treated with 

great care   

      and love .How can we take care of elderly people ? 

 

11. Answer the following questions in 200-250 words :                                10 Marks 

   

 Write a character sketch of Anne Sullivan ? 

                                                                OR  

   The best and the most beautiful things in the world can’t be seen or even touched. They 

must   be felt with the heart. Justify famous quote of Helen Keller. 

 

 

 

    

    

         

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

      


