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CLASS X ENGLISH 
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Section A:    Reading       20 marks 

Section B:    Writing & Grammar      30 marks 

Section C:    Literature      30marks 
 

SECTION - A READING (20 MARKS) 

 
1.Read the following passage carefully :   
 
1. Sports is increasingly becoming a bigger and more diverse business. For many years major players of 
the associations like the Indian Premier League and the National Basketball Association, have taken 
home extremely high salaries. However there are many clubs, leagues and organizations which also 
employ thousands of people to work in sports related areas like management, marketing and event 
planning. Financial success in sports is no longer just limited to the pitch, field or court but has expanded 
to include other lucrative fields. One of the biggest openings currently, is in the arena of sports 
management and people are now realizing that there is business in brokering sponsorship deals, or 
developing innovative ways to increase the numbers of spectators. 
 
2. There is an increasing global demand for motivated and well-qualified sports professionals who can 
demonstrate an understanding of the economic benefits that well-managed and professionally managed 
clubs and associations can bring about. A sports manager needs to be trained to think across a number 
of disciplines. A manager may also have to manage sports stars, co-ordinate with other professionals like 
physio-trainers, physiotherapists or public relations managers. 
 
3. Expertise in sports business management and sports engineering has attracted universities in the UK. 
This interest has developed as a result of close-working relationships with industry and educational 
sporting business and sports promoting associations. This has proved to be a blessing for students 
aiming to work in the highest levels of sports management, to gain strong international awareness and 
experience. Students also get a chance to volunteer at global sporting events including the Olympics, 
held in different parts of the world. 
 
4. The job involves branding and sponsorship both inside the stadium as well as outside. This opportunity 
is open to graduates in sports business from universities in India and abroad. The job also opens 
possibilities of bringing top level Olympic athletes to the sports institute for training and to procure 
sponsorship. 
 
On the basis of your reading of the above passage fill in the blanks with appropriate 
words/phrases: 
                                                                                                                                                        (8 marks) 
(a)  The players who command high salaries …………………………….  . 
(b)  The areas of work related to sports management are …………………………. . 
(c)  Sport management also includes ………………………….. . 
(d)  Universities in the UK have been attracted to ………………….. . 
(e)  Students taking this course can work………………….. . 
(f)   Working as a sports manager involves ………………………. . 
(g) Students also get a chance …………………………… . 
(h) The coming of top level Olympics stars to India will help …………………. . 
 
  



2. Read the following passage carefully:                                                                               
 
1. Do you remember the last time you laughed out loud? For most of us laughing out loud is an uphill 
task. More often people think that they have no time to laugh. There are more important things to do. But 
if you ask Jean Leggett, the Canadian founder of Bootcamp she’ll say you do not have anything more 
important to do than just laugh. Sudha Chandra who attended the bootcamp says: ‘’My life is jobless. 
Hiring a laughter coach changed my perspective toward life. I learnt to record my emotions and ensured 
that the four elements of joy – dancing, laughing, singing and playing – helped to build an emotional 
reserve.’’ 
 
2.The cynic in us may still think it is an exaggeration, but the fact is that we can be taught to laugh more. 
Neuroscientist Jodi Deluca says it doesn’t matter why you laugh. Even in small doses, laughter improves 
the quality of life. You can condition people to feel more positive as laughter opens up the mind and frees 
the creative juices. It makes us more receptive to new ideas. The New York – based  laughter coach Beth 
Bongar says that since our everyday lives are full of stresses, in here classes on laughter she uses the 
‘gibberish’ technique  where everyone laughs by using gibberish sounds. Such playful exercises help to 
reduce inhibitions  and shyness and convert stimulated laughter into unconditional laughter. 
 
3.According to the greatest laughter therapists laughter is a cathartic process which helps rebalance the 
chemistry of emotions which can be a keynote for healing. Several researchers on the benefits of laughter 
in Japan have shown that laughter therapy is an efficient, low-cost, medical treatment  that cuts health 
costs. According to their findings laughter is a stimulant  that triggers energy inside a person’s DNA, 
potentially help to cure diseases. When we are laughing with other people, we share a sense of 
connectedness which in turn reduces loneliness. Vir Das the comedian says,’When  3000 people laugh at 
me during my performance, even if I’ve had a bad day ,I feel joyful. Not everyone can be a comedian, but 
we can all learn to be more joyful.’ 
 
2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions: (2x4=8) 
 
(a) Why do people hesitate to laugh out loud? 
(b) How did Sudha Chandra benefit from her stay at the laughter bootcamp? 
(c) How does gibberish help people according to Beth Bongar? 
(d) How does laughter help healing? 
 
2.2 Find a word from the passage that is closest in meaning to each of the following: (1x2=2) 
 
(a) a person who raises doubts about something (para2) 
(b) release of pent-up emotions (para3) 
 
2.3 Answer the following questions:  (1x2=2)  
 
(a) What are the four elements of joy according to the passage? 
(b) How does laughing with other people help us? 
 

SECTION B - WRITING AND GRAMMAR    (30 MARKS) 

 8M 
 
3. Public park is the heart of a residential area. Children play, elders go for a walk and even do yoga and 
other exercises there. But unfortunately the park in your area has become a place for stray animals and 
anti-social elements. Write a letter to the Editor of a local daily to draw attention of the civil authorities to 
the problem.   
                                                                                           Or 
 
You are Haritha/Harish of 131, Safdargunj Enclave, Delhi. You have purchased a music system from a 
reputed showroom but within a week of purchase it started giving trouble. Write a letter of complaint to the 
Manager Symphony Electronics, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi. 
 
  



4. Complete the following story using the inputs given to help you start. Give a suitable title and write it’s 
moral.   10M 
 
OUTLINE: It was 5:30 pm. when the storm broke over the city…. Immediately left with no 
power……telephones jammed…no television or video games….locality plunged in darkness….elders 
begin relating childhood incidents….jokes and laughter…candle light dinner…cots pulled 
out…unforgettable night under the stars. 
 
 Or 
ATM besides a rundown building…guard loitering around….locksmith who has committed housebreaks in 
locality….targets ATM…..breaks in at night……unaware of automatic generator alarm…..police 
arrives…..leads him off.    
 
 
5. Fill in the blanks with the correct words :       4M 
 
A couple (a)----------million years ago (b)-----------small water body containing (c)----------ancient group (d)--
--------microbes was sealed beneath (e)-----------thick layer of ice (f)------------the Taylor Glacier. The 
trapped lake has (g)-----------isolated from light, heat(h)-----------oxygen ever since.                        
 
6. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each of the line. Write the incorrect 
word and the correction in the space provided. Do not copy the whole passage.   4M 
 
 

  Incorrect Correction 

(a) Parts in north India could   

(b) still experience a extended winter.   

(c) As cluster of disturbances has closed   

(d) in nearly half of the country in many sides.   

(e) These twirling ball of moisture-laden   

(f) winds have fan out into a wide swathe   

(g) across the Indian mainland. Storm   

(h) have batter farms in nine states.   

 
 
7.  Rearrange the following words to make meaningful sentences. 4M 
 
a) Japan / by / formed / were / volcanoes / the / of / islands 
 
b) can / be / still / active / found / volcanoes / there 
 
c) are / everyday / mild / an / earthquakes  / occurrence 
 
d) the / earthquakes / even / sometimes / are / that / powerful / so / they / cities / destroy 
 

SECTION C - LITERATURE AND LONG READING TEXT   (30 MARKS) 

 
8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 1x4=4M 
 
And immediately I regretted it. 
I thought how paltry, how vulgar, what a mean act! 
I despised myself and the voices of my accursed education. 
And I thought of the albatross 
And I wished he would come back, my snake. 
 
a) What was the poet’s reaction after he hit the snake with the log? 
 
b) How did the poet assess his action? 
 
c) Why did the poet call human education ‘accursed’? 
 
d) What does the albatross here symbolize? 
 
 



 Or 
 
 
Cowards die many times before their deaths; 
The valiant never taste of death but once. 
Of all the wonders that I yet have heard 
It seems to me most strange that men should fear; 
Seeing that death, a necessary end, 
Will come when it will come. 
 
a) Who is the speaker and what are the listener’s fears? 
 
b) Which character trait of the speaker is revealed here? 
 
c) Explain the first line. 
 
d) Explain the last two lines.  
 
  
 
 
9. Answer any four of the following questions in 30 – 40 words each. 2x4=8M 
 
a) What made Mrs Packletide decide to give a party in Loona Bimberton’s honour? What did she intend to 
to give Loona on her birthday? 
 
b) Who had the grandfather decided to marry and why?  
 
c) What did Calpurnia see in her dream? 
 
d) How does Mark Anthony prove to the crowd that Caesar was not ambitious? 
 
e) What is the importance of ‘the letter’ in Ali’s life? 
 
10. Answer the following question in about 100 – 120 words:      8M 
 
The poet William Shakespeare says that everything in this world is transitory except for the verses. 
Elaboate.  
 

Or 
 
Do you think we should be like Patol Babu; doing our duty to the best and not worrying about the money? 
Will we be able to survive with this philosophy? 
 
11. Answer the following question in about 200 – 250 words. 10M 
 
The charges of plagiarism had shaken Helen’s confidence and demoralized her. How did she regain her 
confidence in life? (The Story Of My Life) 
 

Or 
 
Sketch the character of Arthur H Keller. 
 
 
 
 
 


