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CLASS X ENGLISH 

 

MAXIMUM MARKS :   80                         TIME ALLOTTED:  3 HOURS 
Section A:    Reading       20 marks 

Section B:    Writing & Grammar      30 marks 

Section C:    Literature      30marks 

SECTION A READING 20 MARKS 

1. Read the following passage carefully.    8 marks 

1. It is found that 40 million years ago, parts of Antarctica, one of the coldest places on Earth, were as warm 

as today’s California coast with temperatures as high as 17 degrees Celsius. Today Antarctica is year-round 

one of the coldest places on earth and the continent’s interior is the coldest place with annual average land 

temperatures far below zero degrees Fahrenheit.  

2. Researchers also found that some of the polar regions of the southern Pacific Ocean once registered 

Florida heat. The findings underscore the potential for increased warmth at the earth’s poles and the 

associated risk of melting polar ice and rising sea levels, the researchers said. 

3. The researchers who were scientists at Yale University focused on Antarctica during the Eocene period, 

which dates back to 40-50 million years ago. This period is marked by high concentration of atmospheric 

carbon dioxide and consequently a greenhouse climate. During this period of time, little to no ice was 

present on Earth and the difference in temperature was smaller, from the equator to the poles. Recently, the 

early Eocene period has received considerable interest because it may provide insight into the response of 

earth’s climate and biosphere to the high atmospheric carbon dioxide levels that are expected in the near 

future. 

4. This new model can help predicting future climate, according to co-author Hagit Affek, associate 

professor of geology and geophysics at Yale. According to him, quantifying past temperatures helps 

scientists to understand the sensitivity of the climate system to greenhouse gases and specially the 

amplification of global warming in polar regions. 

5. In the course of their research, scientists have found a novel way of coming to the present conclusion 

about the Antarctic climate. By studying concentrations of rare isotopes in ancient fossil shells, the scientists 

were able to establish their finding about temperatures in parts of Antarctica reaching as high as 17 degrees 

Celsius during the Eocene period. Their other conclusion has been that the average temperature during that 

period was around 14 degrees Celsius, which is similar to the average temperature of the coast of California 

today. 

On the basis of your reading of the above passage fill in the blanks with appropriate words/phrases. 

1. The finding about Antarctica 40 million years ago reveals that ___________. 

2. The continent’s interior is regarded as _______________. 

3. Scientific findings about some of the polar regions of the southern pacific Ocean 

show_______________. 

4. The findings of the scientists at Yale University tell that ____________. 



5. In the Eocene period the difference in temperature was_____________. 

6. The Eocene period has received much attention in recent times because_________. 

7. According to professor Affek, scientists can understand_____________. 

8. Scientists have studied the isotopes in ancient shells___________. 

2. Read the following passage carefully.    12 marks 

1. From the earliest known writing of Charlotte Bronte, a charmingly illustrated short story, the Villette 

author penned for her little sister Anne, to Jane Austen’s wry recording of an acquaintance’s dismissal of 

‘Pride and Prejudice’, as ‘downright nonsense’, the British Library has put together 1200 of its greatest 

literary treasures online. With such valuable content, the British Library is expected to become the biggest 

English Literature resource. 

2. The British Library also launched the Victorian and Romantic section of its new Discovering Literature 

website. This was done after a survey of more than 500 English teachers which found that 82% of secondary 

school students find it hard to identify with classic authors. With materials from organizations like the 

Bronte Parsonage Museum, and Keats House, the site at the British Library features manuscripts from 

authors, including Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, Austen, Dickens and Wilde, as well as diaries, letters, 

newspaper clippings from the time and photographs in an attempt to bring that period of English Literature 

to life. 

3. ‘There’s a lock of Shelley’s hair in the ‘Ozymandias’, and early draft of Wilde’s ‘The Importance of 

Being Earnest’, as well as newspaper coverage of his 1895 trial. One press clipping from the time reveals an 

illustration of the trial’s closing moments as well as two closing vignettes: contrasting the author’s former 

fame with his new convict status. 

4. The website also features an 1809 dictionary of criminal slang, including words found in the works of 

Charles Dickens, and the largest collection of children’s Bronte writings, such as their miniature notebooks 

detailing their fantasy words of Gondol and Angria. It also includes Charlotte Bronte’s little book made for 

her sister Anne, which is illustrated with tiny watercolour drawings, and features its original covers made 

from a piece of flowered wallpaper. The British Library head of public reading and learning said that contact 

with such original material can bring life to a novel or poem written centuries ago. 

2.1 On the basis of your reading the above passage, answer the following questions briefly.  2x4=8 

marks 

a. Cite two examples of valuable content at the British Library expected to become a rich literature 

resource. 

b. Why was a Discovering Literature section added to the website? 

c. What attempts have been made to bring English Literature to life at the British Library? 

d. Besides reporting the event what else do the clippings talk about? 

2.2 Find the word from passage that is closest in meaning to each of the following.1x2=2 marks 

a) Write of compose (para1) 

b) Handwritten books or documents (para2). 



2.3 Answer the following questions.1x2=2marks 

a) Why is the British Library expected to become the biggest online literature resource? 

b) What is unique about the copy of Ozymandias at the British Library? 

 

SECTION B WRITING AND GRAMMAR    30 MARKS. 

 

3. You are Nitin/ Navya of Green Park Avenue, Bengaluru. You recently bought a laptop from 

M/s J.V.Electronics, Brigade Road, Bengaluru. However, it has begun to malfunction within a 

week of buying it. Write a letter to the manager, listing the problems you are facing and asking 

him/her to rectify the problem.(100-120 words)   (8 marks)  

OR 

    You are Rohit/ Raveena, Head of the Department, Physics, Grammar School, New Delhi. You want 

to   place an order for some lab equipments like lenses, prisms, glass, galvanometers etc. Write a 

letter in 100-120 words placing the order with M/S Newton laboratory Equipments, Safdurjung 

Enclave, New Delhi. 

4. Based on the beginning given below, develop a story in about 200-250 words. Provide a suitable 

title.                   (10 marks) 

 

Yesterday, while on my way to school, I saw a child standing in the middle of the road. A car was 

approaching the spot at full speed………  

 

OR 

 

Once there was a wealthy and curious king. The king had a huge boulder placed in the middle of the 

road-------- 

 

5. Fill in the blanks with correct words.      4 marks 

 

A ban _____ European imports _________ India’s Alphonso mango, prized ____ its aroma _____buttery 

flesh ________drawing anger _____Indians in Britain, who say ________ move deprives them ______ 

summer’s sweetest flavours. 

 

6. In the following passage there is an error in each line. Spot the error, write it down along with 

the corrected word         4 marks 

 

         Error  Corrected word 

I don’t know how much chairs 

were arranged in the row. I had 

a few idea about the seating arrangement in 

a hall. We thought 

any invitees would come to  

attend a show. We weren’t happy 

to see the turn off. 

Any of them had brought the invitation card sent to them. 

 

7. Read the recipe to make apple and grape punch and then complete the passage that follow. 

(4marks) 



Instructions:             

         

Combine    1 litre apple juice 

   ½ litre grape juice 

  2 teaspoon lemon juice 

Dice  1 small pear 

  1 medium apple 

 

Add a pinch of cinnamon powder, chill and serve. 

 

At first the juices of apples, grapes and the lemons __________ together in a punchbowl and refrigerated. 

Next the fruits________ and then added to the chilled fruit juice. After that a pinch of cinnamon powder 

_______ the drink before ______ in tall glasses. 

 

SECTION C LITERATURE AND LONG READING TEXT   30 MARKS. 

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.  4 marks 

 

“But here’s the parchment with the seal of Caesar. I found it in his closet, ’tis his will:  

Let but the commons hear the testament- which pardon me, I do not mean to read- And they would go 

and kiss dead Caesar’s wounds.” 

 

a) Who speaks these words? Where is the speaker at this moment? 

b) What are the contents of Caesar’s will that he is referring to? 

c) Why does the speaker read Caesar’s will to the citizens? 

d) What is the reaction of the listeners to reading of the will? 

 

OR 

 

“So I went home and sat down before my desk and sucked at eh end of my pencil and waited, but 

nothing happened. Pretty soon my mind began to wander off on to other things.” 

 

a) Who is the ‘I”? 

b) What did “I” wait for? 

c) What does the phrase ’wander off’ mean? 

d) Name the lesson and the author. 

 

9. Answer any four questions in about 30-40 words each.   2x4=8 marks 

1) What was the postmaster’s state of mind after Lakshmi das told him about Ali’s death? 

2) Patol Babu was perfectionist. Support the statement with examples from the text. 

3) What does the poet D.H.Lawrence mean by ‘voice of education’? 

4) Why did the second attempt to rescue Sebastian fail? 

5) Why did the nightingale grow pale and sorrowful? 

 

10. Answer the following question in 100-120 words.    8 marks 

 

What message does S.T.Coleridge wish to convey through the poem ‘The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner’? 

 

OR 

 

‘It was the daughter’s greed and materialism which destroyed the family and their relationship in the 

story The Dear Departed”. Keeping this in view, write an article on ‘The love of money is the root of 

all evils’. 

 



11. Answer the following question in 200-250 words.     10 marks 

 

The charges of plagiarism had shaken Helen Keller’s confidence and demoralized her. How did she 

regain her confidence in life? 

 

OR 

 

Write a character sketch of Mr. Laurence Hutton and Mrs. Hutton. 

 

 

 
   

 
 

 

 


