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SECTION- A: READING (20 MARKS) 

Q1.a)  Read the following passage and answer the questions:   (8 marks) 

Kathakali a dance form, native to Kerala in South India literally means ‘story play’ It is a 

classical dance drama, colouful and dramatic in content and character. The art form is three 

hundred years old. Most of the elements and choreography have been influenced by a 9th 

century art form of Kerala called Koodiyattam, recently recognized by the UNESCO as a 

heritage art form. Surprisingly for a dance drama form, the Kathakali dancers do not speak a 

word. A group of narrators recites the story in the form of a song, and the dancers interpret 

the narrative live with hand gestures called mudras combined with facial expressions and eye 

movements. 

There are at least 700 mudras combined in 24 different ways. The best dancers can move the 

eyeballs in 17 ways. There are eight ways to move the eyebrows and eyelids. It is surprising 

how they manage it. Till recently Kathakali was danced only by men. Men also enacted a 

female role with elegance and charm. The dancers take up four or five hours before the play 

to paint their lips, eyebrows and eyelashes. All characters are having their prescribed make-

up. The colours used suggest the temperament and mood of the characters – green for good, 

red for valor and ferocity, black for evil and primitiveness, yellow for wonder and white for 

purity. The dancer’s eyes are elongated with black kajal. Whereas previously they were 

performed on open platforms, they are now enacted in auditoriums. Undoubtedly, this Indian 

Ballet has its own charm. 

a) What is the literal meaning of Kathakali? 

b) What are the preparations done by the Kathakali dancers before the play? 

c) Most of the elements and choreography of Kathakali have been influenced by______. 

d) The best dancers can move the eyeballs in_______. 

e) The dancer’s eyes are elongated with______________. 

f) List out  the colours and its indications used for make-up. 

g)A group of narrators recites the story in the form of________. 



h) Find a word from the passage which means the same as ‘conduct’. 

Q1.b)  Read the following passage and answer the questions:   (6 marks)  

It is now universally tried and tested that meditation is the best way to get relief from tensions 

and acquire a holistic health. In the west, people paid more attention to materialistic 

acquirements, but in the east they gave more importance to spiritual and physical aspects of life. 

The art of meditation was well-known to our ancestors. In the past it was a common ritual to 

meditate and pray, may be for 10 to 15 minutes after bath and before starting daily routine 

chores. The dictionary meaning of meditation is ‘quietening of mind’. In recent times, meditation 

as a way to joy and peace acquired great value in the west, but it is fading from the east. The fast 

life, the race after money and the effect of western culture are the basic reasons behind it. But 

spiritual leaders with their transcendental meditations have attracted a large number of 

Americans. 

Most of the religions advocate meditation as a part of daily prayers. Meditation is also 

considered as stress relieving exercise. It is a simple mental activity where you cut off the mind 

from external noises, sounds and other stimuli. In most of the meditation exercises, some words 

are given to recite again and again. When you sit alone and try to focus your mind, it is difficult. 

Your mind seems to wander. In your day to day life, your mind is thinking about several 

insignificant things at the same time. They make you restless. With regular meditation, these 

unnecessary thoughts would settle down. It will help you to concentrate on a particular problem, 

maintain balance, feel relaxed and control your negative emotions. 

a) Which is the best way to get relief from tensions? 

b) What is the dictionary meaning of meditation? 

c) How can we settle down unnecessary thoughts? 

d) Why is it difficult to do meditation? 

e) Through meditation we can achieve___________. 

f) Meditation is also considered as a_____________. 

Q2. Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow by selecting the most 

appropriate option:        1x6=6   

   

The sun descending in the west, 

The evening star does shine; 

The birds are silent in their nest. 

And I must seek for mine. 

 



The moon, like a flower 

In heaven's high bower, 

With silent delight 

Sits and smiles on the night. 

 

Farewell, green fields and happy grove, 

Where flocks have took delight: 

Where lambs have nibbled, silent move 

The feet of angels bright; 

 

Unseen they pour blessing 

And joy without ceasing 

On each bud and blossom, 

And each sleeping bosom. 

 

They look in every thoughtless nest 

Where birds are covered warm; 

They visit caves of every beast, 

To keep them all from harm: 

 

If they see any weeping 

That should have been sleeping, 

They pour sleep on their head, 

And sit down by their bed.  (Extract from the poem 'Night' by William Blake) 

i: When does the evening star rise?  

ii: What does the 'bower' represent here? 

iii: What does the poet compare moon to? 

iv: When do angels come down on the earth? 

v: Why is the birds' nest described as 'thoughtless'? 

vi: Pick out the word in the poem which means the same as ‘pleasure’? 

SECTION B- WRITING & GRAMMAR - 30 MARKS 

Q3.(a) Write a letter to your friend inviting him/her to your house during holidays. Suggest a few 

things that you will do when he/she comes.      (5m)  

Q3.(b) Your school hosted the regional students' "Drama Festival” where the Principal of St. 

Thomas School was the Chief Guest. Eminent actors and directors were the Guests of Honour. 

As part of the ‘Literary Club’ you have been asked to write a report of the event for the school 

magazine, highlighting the spectacular events.                          (5m)   



Q4.(a) Which one do you like better? Watching a film in a cinema hall? Or Watching a film at 

home on television?          (5m) 

Write a paragraph about your choice and explain why you like the one and not the other. 

Q4. (b) Write a diary entry on the eve of your first terminal examination. Give a vivid 

description of your preparation and planning.     (5m) 

Q5.(a). Fill in the blanks choosing the correct phrasal verbs. (1/2x6=3m) 

[ go out, lay off, called off, burst out, carried away, call up] 

1) When I go to Kerala, I am planning to ………………………. all my old friends. 

2) My doctor has advised me to …………………..fatty foods. 

3) The children ………………………in laughter. 

4) It is raining now but you can…………………… when it stops. 

5) A friend of mine has ............................... her wedding. 

6)  I got  .............................. by his enthusiasm. 

 

Q5.(b). Fill in the blanks with suitable modals.     (1/2x6=3m) 

 (shall, may, might, will, must, would, could) 

a) I ______ have joined them if I had come earlier . 

b) A leader ________ be impartial and honest. 

c) An elephant is so strong that it _______ carry heavy loads. 

d) It's very warm in the room. ______ I open the window. 

e) Take an umbrella with you .It _____ rain. 

f) _______ I keep these documents at your place? 

Q6. Change into passive voice.      (1x2=2m) 

a) My mother has washed all the clothes. 

b) Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery. 

 

Q7. Fill in the blanks with the right connectors.    (1x2=2m) 

 ( while, if, so) 

a) You will win the prize ________ you practice well. 



b) _______ the children were sleeping, the mother was cooking food. 

   SECTION C- LITERATURE-30 MARKS 

  Read the extracts and answer the questions in a sentence or two. 

Q8.(a). ‘What did I say?’ cried my mother. ‘Take it and put it down in the field.’ (1x4=4m) 

1) What had the mother predicted? 

2) How do you know that the mother wanted to avoid a sad experience? 

3) Was her command carried out? 

4) What did the children resolve to do?  

Q8. (b). " Remember, we who take arms against each other,    (1x3=3m) 

It is the human earth that we defile…" 

1) Name the poem and the poet. 

2) How do we defile this beautiful earth? 

3) What does the word 'defile' mean? 

Q9.(a) Answer the following questions briefly.    (1x4=4m) 

a) Who lived in the rose red house? 

b) What is meant by alien brier? 

c) Why did the alligator eat trash? 

d) Who was Max? 

Q9.(b) Answer the following questions briefly.    (2x6=12m) 

1) Who was Ausable? Where was he living?  

2) Does the tranquilliser gun help George and Gleen? When and How? 

3) Why does the poet in No Men Are Foreign say ‘in which we all shall lie’? 

4) In the poem ‘Mother’ what did the poet take for granted then, what he questions now? 

5) ‘The sphinx was not more oblivious’ What is this sphinx? Explain the comparison. 

6) Give a description of the alligator. 



Q15. The world of children revolves around their parents. Although they spend time away from 

their parents at school or in playground with their friends, the family. This familiarity sometimes 

makes us forget basic courtesy- we forget to thank our parents for the little things they do for us. 

Write about all the things your mother does, for which you should thank her.  (4m) 

Q16. Sketch the character of Sir Pertab Singh from Unit 4,"A Ballad of Sir Pertab Singh".(3m) 

 

 

 


