
1 
 

 

  THE INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL, KUWAIT  

FIRST TERM EXAMINATION 2017 -2018   

Class: IX           ENGLISH    
Time : 3 hours                                     Marks: 80 

 
 

SECTION A: READING 
 

Q1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: -                             (8 marks) 

(1) Style is a way of writing, a manner of expressing one’s thoughts and feelings in words. The matter remaining the same, the manner 
may change. It may be high sounding. It may be simple and yet emotional. It may be plain, just a brief statement without feelings. It may 
show lack of decency. The same fact may have different effect on the reader of variations in styles. 

(2) Some simple people think that style, or what they might call ‘good style’ or ‘literary style’,is something that can be added to plain 
thoughts or a plain statement of facts, as icing can be put on to a cake. A student once said to me, “I have written my report, but I have 
brought it to you to put some style into it.’’ I could not put style into it. It was already written in a certain style, though it may not have been 
a very good style. I could have re-written it in a different style. Then it would have been my arrangement of facts, my choice of words, my 
style. As a man thinks and feels, so will he write. If his thoughts are muddled, his style will also be muddled. If his thoughts are clear and 
sharp, his writing will be clear and sharp. 

(3) There is another common use of the word ‘style’. You may have been told at some time by a history teacher when he returned your 
essay ‘Your facts are quite correct but your style is poor’. He probably meant this, not that your essay did not adequately express your 
personality, but that your facts were not well-organised and not arranged in a logical sequence of apt and agreeable words. In this sense, 
the word ‘style’ is often used to mean good, clear English. Raymond Chapman states ‘Bad writing is caused not so much by mistakes in 
grammar as by weakness in style’. Weakness in style here means clumsiness in expression, lack of precision and accuracy.  

(4) Style in this sense means ‘Clean English’. I choose this term because it seems to me the best way of describing English that is clear 
and doing its job of conveying meaning clearly to the reader. The commonest weakness of all writers of English, whether in England or 
outside it, is lack of cleanness in the use of the language. All writers of English, even those without the faintest trace of literary ambition, 
should try to keep their English as clean as they can. Words are the tools of thought. If they become rusty and dirty, and lose their sharp 
points, thinking itself becomes less efficient. Man needs language for the control of his environment, and the cleaner his language, the 
better his control. It is well to remember that it is our duty to civilization to keep our language as clean and sharp as we can.     

1(a)Answer the following questions: 

(a) What is ‘style’ in writing? 

(b) Why was the narrator not able to ‘put any style’ into his student’s report? 

(c) What are words ? 

(d) What is weakness in style ? 

(e) What does the narrator refer to when she talks of an improper style? 

(f)  According to whom and how is bad writing style caused in English? 

(g) Why does man need language ?  

(h) Where can literary style be added to?  
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Q2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follows: -                            (12marks)             

  (1) Each day is a chance to invest in life; a chance to renew yourself. To shed yesterday’s skin. 

(2)  To unburden yourself. To get rid of yesterday’s hurt. Be glad of life each day as it gives you a chance to work ,love and 
play; to look at the sun. And then when sun sets, don’t cry- the tears will make you miss the beauty of the stars. 

(3) Life moves on and if you don’t stop and look at the wonders already present in your life, you will miss life altogether. 

  (4) Think of big thoughts but relish the small joys life offers you each day. May be it’s as simple as smiling at someone. For 
that could be the last day of life- for you or for her. 

(5) A small genuine act from you will cost you nothing but it could mean everything to somebody that day. Life is a succession 
of moments. Live each moment. Every action carries some amount of risk, may be less or more, but the element of risk is 
always present. 

(6) If there is no wind, row. Make things happen rather than let things happen. One can give nothing whatsoever without giving 
oneself, risking oneself. The most important thing in life is not what you get but what you give. 

(7) Once a preacher called at home of a very poor family. When he came out, he found one son admiring his new car, so the 
preacher explained that he had received it as a gift from his brother. 

(8) Most lads would say,  “ I wish I had a brother like that.”But this one said, “Mister, I wish I could be a brother like that.” 

(9) If you are not enjoying this journey, for sure you won’t enjoy the destination. It will become a moment to dread, not a moment 
you can actually look forward to. It’s not what happens that determines our future, but what you do about what happens that 
counts. 

(10) Make the most of life. Earn all that you can, save all  that you can, and give all that you can. 

(11) Although greed comes from the desire to obtain something, it is not satisfied by obtaining. The true antidote of greed is 
contentment. Take yourself less seriously. 

(12) Conquer the mind and you conquer the world. Looking back strains your neck muscles.  Similarly, living in the past strains 
your life. Don’t dwell on the past, have faith in yourself and you will have faith in others. Fulfil your destiny. Remember, no one 
can make you unhappy without your consent. 

(13) The way you cope with life, is what makes the difference. Even peace of mind is not the absence of conflict but the ability 
to cope with it. You have to reach out to other people. That will teach you to forgive people and also forgive yourself. 

(14) Forgiveness means letting go of the past. Compassion is about stepping outside yourself. A kind compassionate act is 
often it’s own reward. Live your life without complaining, just like the tree. 

(15) We cannot stop suffering in the world. But we can stop it in our mind, provided you know your mind, which is the source 
of negative thoughts. Only you can doctor your mind. 

(16) Your happiness is dependent on consistency. When you experience inconsistency you experience disappointments, 
resentments,  self-pity, guilt and grief. 

(17) Learn to be free, learn to be joyous. Learn to let go if someone passes away, learn to forgive yourself and others. Once you 
are free, the fear of death will trouble you no longer.                                   

Q2(a) Answer the following questions.                                                                                             (8 marks)                                                                              

 (a) Why should we be glad of each day ? 

 (b) Why should we not dwell in the past ? 

 (c) What is meant by “ peace of mind”? 

 (d)What does forgiveness mean? What does compassion about? 
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  (b). Find the words in the passage that mean the same.                                                                   ( 4 marks)                                                                                                                                                             

   a. enjoy  ( para 4 )                                        c. to agree  ( para12 ) 

   b. series   ( para 5 )                                      d. a feeling of anger ( para 16 ) 

   

 

                                                                    SECTION B: WRITING  AND GRAMMAR                                                   30 Marks                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                              (8 marks) 

Q.3 .  Ravi sees the following scene as he looks out of his bedroom window. He is alarmed at the way his city has changed in the past 
five years. He writes an article for a newspaper expressing his alarm and painting the present position cautioning people against 
environment pollution. Write an article in about 100-120 words.                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                              (12 marks)      

Q.4.   Complete the following story about a child working for a living in about 120 words. Give a suitable title to it.   

               ‘Chai, Chai’ yells Chotu as he totters along the streets of his neighbourhood. The sun shines brightly in the sky, as the young 

boys and girls line up to catch their school bus. Chotu stands and stares as the children hurriedly climb the bus.                                                                                                                                                                     

 
Q.5 .  Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks with the help of options that follow:                 (3mark) 

 Breakfast (a)______(was, has, is, are ) a very important meal of the day, as it (b) _______(broken  ,broke, break ,breaks) the 

night long fast. It also helps (c)_________(in ,to, for ,with) improve the metabolism of the body. Unfortunately, it is the one meal that 

people are(d)__________(much, many, most, some)likely to miss each day (e)_________ (when, because ,but, and) they are in a hurry 

to go to school or work. Others miss breakfast in an effort to (f)__________(lose, loose, lost, losing) weight. 

 
 
Q.6. The  following passage   has  not been edited  in each line. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect  word and 
the correct against the correct blank number :                                                                                                                (1/2 x8=4)                                                          
     

                                                          Error    Correction                                                                                             

Some people has a peculiar habit                                                    eg-has                             have   

 of getting up from the bed in night                                    (a)    ___________     ___________     

changing clothes and go out for a walk.                           (b)      __________               ____________                                

And while doing all this things they                                    (c)      _____________          _____________ 

        still remains in the state of sleep.                                      (d)   ______________           ______________ 

        They are not conscience of what they                               (e)    ______________         ________________ 

 do in that state. To knows why this                                   (f)     _______________        ________________                                                          

        happens, we must understand which                               (g)    ________________       ________________ 

        sleep is. A “Sleep Centre” in our                                      (h)     _______________         _________________ 

       brain controls activities like sleeping 

      and walking. 
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 Q.7. Rearrange the following words/ phrases to form meangingful sentences:                                                                   (3marks) 

       (a) his/granary/out of/merrily/overflowing/was crawling/ an ant     
       (b) who was/a grasshopper/ just then/passed by/cold and hungry    
       (c) the ant/have a little grain/from starvation/to save him/and to let him/he asked. 
        
                                   Section C: Literature and Extended Reading Text                                     (30 Marks) 
 

Q8. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow.                                              ( 1x4= 4marks) 

“And by my word! The bonny bird 

In danger shall not tarry; 

So, though the waves are raging white’ 

I’ll row you o’er the ferry.’’ 

 (a) Who is the speaker and the person spoken to ? 

(b) What is the occasion? 

(c) What promise does the speaker make? 

(d) Identify the figure of speech in the first line of the stanza? 

 OR 

       “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood. 

         And sorry I could not travel both 

        And be one traveler, long I stood 

       And looked down one as far as I could 

       To where it bent in the undergrowth.                                                                                                                                               

(a) Name the poem and the poet of these lines ? 

(b) Why did the poet look down as far as he could?  

(c) What does the roads represent in these lines? 

(d) What is the rhyme scheme of the stanza? 

    Q.9. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words:                                                                                        (4x2=8marks)                                                                                          

(a) What was the reaction of the staff when Chuck visited his district office? Who was his manager and what did Chuck say to him?  

(b) How is the journey of the brook similar to the human life? 

(c) Discuss the comparison of the Solitary Reaper’s song with the other birds as given in the poem?     

(d) Who is better in business-Juliette or Gaston? Why? 

 



5 
 

 

Q.10. Value Based Questions:                                                                                                                                    (8marks) 

Answer the following question in about (100-120 words). 

(a) Krishtakka believes that there is no age bar for learning. As Krishtakka, write a diary entry on how you made this belief of yours 

come true?           

                                   OR 

(b) What message does “Lord Ullin’s Daughter” convey to the readers? 

 Q.11.Give a brief character sketch of the king of Brobdingnag. 

           OR (10 marks) 

        How was Gulliver treated by the Lilliputans? 

 

 

 


