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General Instructions: 

i. This paper is divided into three sections: A, B. and C and all sections are compulsory. 

ii. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions 

very carefully. 

iii. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.  

SECTION –A: READING 

1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Giving soothes an individual with the vibration of joy. Unconditional giving is a natural 

principle and evident everywhere in nature which gives us solids, liquids and minerals. Water 

gives itself away for our agriculture and other uses. Trees give flowers, fruits and wood. Air 

gives us the very life-breath and the sun gives us light of life. 

2. Even the animals give us milk, egg, meat, skin and various services. But what do we humans 

contribute to the cosmos in return? Isn’t our role predominantly selfish and destructive? We 

expand civilisation to disturb ecological balance, spread pollution in the fresh natural 

atmosphere, indulge in ruthless deforestation, kill animals even for sport and consume all 

natural resources for our own selfish interest. 

3. It is always great to make donations, but what about giving your own time? It’s wonderful to 

drop off used clothing, books and toys at a shelter for the homeless, but what about spending 

an hour each week reading and playing with the deprived children? Come face to face with the 

person you are helping. It will make your giving more meaningful. 

4. It is not about just the time that you give to the deprived children, but what you give to your 

family. Are you there when they need you? Or, is it always you who demand help and 

cooperation from the rest of your family members? How much do you care for the elderly that 

live with you or are far away from you? How do you utilise your spare moments? Isn’t it that 

you just sit before the television and keep on precious spare moments making a ‘Get well 

soon’card for your grandmother, or someone dear to you not in good spirits, or send a letter via 

Internet. Why be on the “Face book” all the time chatting with your friends whom you already 

meet daily at school. 

5. The law of Karma is a natural law whereby we are paid back in the same coin. We have added 

much for our comforts but we have not been able to attain peace and tranquillity. We are 

constantly hunted by excessive greed for grabbing which is severely disturbing peaceful 

coexistence. We rarely do what we can for preservation of nature and even our own fellowmen. 

We have not moved much from the primitive selfish mentality where self- preservation was the 

law for survival. 

6. What can we give back to the cosmos? We humans are predominantly gifted with mind and 

intellect. These are very sharp instruments indeed which can be used as surgeon’s knife for 

healing or an instrument for killing. Instead of nurturing anger, jealousy, hatred, selfishness and 

animosity, we can spread love, care, kindness and benevolence to all and thereby transform the 

earthly vibration into a heavenly one.  If not anything else, we can at least pray for the happiness 

and well being of all. We are here in the image of God. We have divine inheritance of love, 

wisdom and self –transformation. We may resolve to be engaged in divine enjoyment of nature 

and God’s creation with love. Jesus said, “Those that give shall receive.” 
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7. Instead of being always at the receiving end, let us abide by the principle of giving by all means 

and see how things change for humanity at large. 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate option:                                     1x3=3 

1. Unconditional giving is a natural principle which.................. 

a) manifests in solids 

b) is seen in nature 

c) gives us light of life 

d) is a component of the sun 

2. Expanding civilizations has resulted in........................ 

a) Creating sport for animals 

b) Creating ecological system 

c) Disturbing the ecological system 

d) Making man selfish 

3. The natural law of karma........ 

a) Pays back all previous debt 

b) Pays back in the same coin 

c) Preserves nature and our fellowmen 

d) Moves from a primitive selfish mentality 

 1.2 Answer the following questions briefly:      1x6 

i. How is the giving principle of nature evidenced? 

ii. What do animals provide man with? 

iii. How do we, according to the writer, utilize our free moments? 

iv. What would ‘abiding by the principle of giving’ provide us with in return? 

v. What does the writer compare human intellect and mind with? 

vi. What is the law of karma? 

1.3 Find words from the passage which are the opposite of the following:  1x3 

a) Irritate     (para 1) 

b) Disharmony   (para  5) 

c) fortunate   (para  5) 

2.Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

It was pretty late in the autumn of the year, when the declining sun struggling through the mist which 

had obscured it all day, looked brightly down upon a little Wiltshire village, within an easy journey 

of the fair old town of Salisbury. 

Like a sudden flash of memory or spirit kindling up the mind of an old man, it shed a glory up on the 

scene, in which its departed youth and freshness seemed to live again. The wet grass sparkled in the 

light; the scanty patches of verdure in the hedges- where a few green twigs yet stood together bravely, 

resisting to the last the tyranny of nipping winds and early frosts- took heart and brightened up; the 

stream which had been dull and sullen all day long, broke out into a cheerful smile; the birds began 

to chirp and twitter on the naked boughs, as though the hopeful creatures half believed that winter 

had gone b, and spring had come already. The vane upon the tapering spire of the old church glistened 

from its lofty station in sympathy with the general gladness; and from the ivy-shaded windows such 

gleams of light shone back upon the glowing sky, that it seemed as if the quiet buildings were the 

hoarding- place of twenty summers, and all their ruddiness and warmth were stored within.  

 



 

Even those tokens of the season which emphatically whispered of the coming winter, graced the 

landscape, and, for the moment, tinged its livelier features with no oppressive air of sadness. The 

fallen leaves, with which the ground was strewn, gave forth a pleasant fragrance, and subduing all 

harsh sounds of distant feet and wheels created a repose in gentle unison with the light scattering of 

seed hither and thither by the distant husbandman, and with the noiseless passage of plough as it 

turned up the rich brown earth, and wrought a graceful pattern in the stubbled fields. On the 

motionless branches of some trees, autumn berries hung like clusters of coral beads, as in those  fabled 

orchards where the fruits were jewels; others stripped of all their garniture, stood, each the centre of 

its  little heap of bright red  leaves, watching their slow decay; others again, still wearing theirs, had 

them all crunched and crackled up, as though they had been burnt; about the stems of some were 

piled, in ruddy mounds, the apples they had born that year; while others(hardy evergreens this class) 

showed somewhat stern and gloomy in their vigour, as charged by nature with the admonition that it 

is not to her more sensitive and joyous favourites she grants the longest term of life. Still athwart their 

darker boughs, the sun beams struck out paths of deeper gold; and the red light, mantling in among 

their swarthy branches, used them as foils to set its brightness off, and aid the luster of the dying day. 

A moment, and its glory was no more. The sun went down beneath the long dark lines of hill and 

cloud  which piled up in the west an airy city, wall heaped on wall, and battlement on battlement; the 

light was all withdrawn; the shining church turned cold and dark; the stream forgot to smile; the birds 

went ssilent; and the gloom of winter dwelt on everything. 

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions by choosing the 

best of the given choices.         1x2=2 

a) The day being described is............................... 

i. A dull evening in late autumn 

ii. Bright day in early autumn 

iii. A dull evening in late spring 

iv. A dull morning in late autumn 

b) The sound of passing footsteps was muffled because........................ 

I. Falling leaves had covered the ground 

II. There was a repose all around 

III. The road had been ploughed 

2.2 Answer the following questions briefly:       1x6=6 

a) What effect did the sun have on the grass and hedges? 

b) What effect did the sunshine create on the windows of buildings? 

c) What reference tells us that there is work ahead for the farmer? 

d) How do the berry bearing trees appear during this season? 

e) How do the fallen leaves create pleasantness around? 

(f) What effect did the setting sun have on the atmosphere?  

2.3 Find words from the passage which mean the same as:    1x2=2 

      i) not moving  (para 3) 

 ii) sheen      (para  3) 

3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: (8 Marks) 

Memory is what defines our lives, our personalities, and our very existence. The dictionary defines 

memory as the faculty by which things are recalled or kept in the mind; the recovery of one's 

knowledge by mental effort.  

 



 

But for most of us memory is just the ability to recall facts and figures, the faces of people we know 

and the recollection of things in the past. But memory is far more complex than this. Without memory, 

as in the case of amnesia, the personality changes and is distorted without any point or reference. 

Memory is of vital importance in defining our personalities as it enriches our lives with complicated 

personal remembrances. Without this we turn into walking zombies. As people grow older they often 

suffer memory loss in some form or other and diseases like Alzheimer’s can obliterate memory 

centers of the brain, making the sufferer into a different, less coherent and less rational personality.  

Science has discovered that there are many different types of memory and we can lose one kind and 

still retain others.  

Human beings have a long-term memory and a working memory. Working memory is the ability to 

recall telephone numbers, addresses and relevant information such as those needed in our daily lives. 

Many elderly people seem to lose this form of memory while still retaining their long-term memory. 

Even perfectly normal people may have only one part of the brain active under stress or illness. In 

addition to long-term memory and working memory, there is also recent memory, semantic memory 

(the memory of facts) and episodic memory (the memory of something which actually happened), 

explicit and implicit memory and source memory, which enables us to recall from where we learnt 

certain facts. A loss of source memory seems to affect most people at some time or the other. 

 Without memory we become different people. It is what most elderly people fear, but it need not be 

so. Unless illness is the cause for memory loss, participating fully in life can make a world of 

difference. Scientists, musicians, writers, doctors, architects, engineers and artists, all use their brains 

and memory centres to maximum effect. In fact anyone who is absorbed in some sort of work or 

project, or hobby whereby the mind is stimulated and used, can keep the memory in good working 

condition. Reading and paying attention to what you are reading, learning poetry by heart and taking 

a deep interest in the world around you, stimulate memory. We must also learn to breathe deeply. 

If the brain does not receive sufficient oxygen for the process of cerebration, hallucination and 

negative psychic reactions occur. Yoga tells us that for good mental health and emotional stability, 

we need to be good, deep breathers.  

Without memory we are nothing. Our closest family members are nothing to us; we are alone, drifting 

in a world of which we appear to know nothing. The preservation of dignity, empathy, love, depend 

almost entirely on the preservation of memory. 

 A).On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings and sub-

headings. Use recognizable abbreviations (wherever necessary- minimum four) and a format you 

consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.     (5). 

B).Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.     (3)   

SECTION : B (Advanced Writing Skills)             30 marks 

4.Your school is organising a Music Concert on ‘Children’s Day’in the school. Draft a notice giving 

details of the concert as well as inviting the senior students to attend the same. Sign your name as 

Rajesh Roshan/ Rajashree, Secretary, Cultural Society in not more than 50 words.  4 

OR 

You are Deepak Raj/Deepa Rani.You want to sell your laptop.Draft a classified advertisement for a 

local daily giving necessary details in about 50 words.   

5.You are Anuksha/Amit staying at A-23/1, Ashok Nagar,Delhi. You find it disturbing that despite a 

ban on smoking in public places, people are seen smoking in cities. It shows a lack of civic sense in 

the people.. Write a letter  to the editor of a national daily expressing your concern about indifference 

of people to their own as well as others’ health. It is harmful to the environment too. Suggest some 

ways to sensitize city dwellers about the safe environment.     6 



 

OR 

You are Sameer/Sabina. You read an advertisement about a course for training and preparing students 

for public speaking. Write a letter to the Director of the Institute making inquiry about the details of 

the course.   

6.You are somewhat perturbed  by the changing behavior of society, of youngsters in particular. Write 

a speech comparing today’s life with that of a decade back.     10 

OR 

You are Priya /Piyush. You find illiteracy as the biggest impediment to the development of a nation. 

Strongly believe that education can play a very important role in the progress of a country. Write an 

article on “Education The Biggest Tool of Progress”. 

7.You are very much concerned about the politicization of  educational institutions and the 

disturbance caused by the frequent elections in the democratic set-up. Write a speech in 150-200 

words on “The involvement of students in politics’.       10 

OR 

In today’s e-age, there has been a revolution in the ways people receive or share information. Many 

consider it a boon while others crib about the time children are wasting on social media. Write a 

debate stating both pros and cons of technology. Also suggest ways to tackle this situation. You are 

Meera/ Manav of Vanasthali Public School, Uttam Nagar, Delhi. 

    

SECTION-C (Literaure)     (40 marks) 

8.Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:   1x4=4  

“Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through the wool 

 Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of uncle’s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.” 

a) Why were Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering?      1 

b) What is suggested by the image of the massive weight of uncle’s wedding band?  1 

c) Why did Aunt Jennifer create animals which were so different from her character?  1 

d) What image of the aunt comes out from this description?     1 

OR 

A thing of beauty is a joy forever 

Its loveliness increases, it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but will keep 

A bower quiet for us……………….  

a) ‘A thing of beauty is a joy forever’ Explain.      1 

b) Why does a beautiful thing not pass into nothingness?    1 

c) What does the poet mean by ‘a bower quiet for us’?     1 

d)  Name the poem and the poet.        1 

 

 



 

9. Answer any four of the following in 30-40 words each:    3x4=12 

a. Describe the events of the last lesson that Mr. Hamel conducted with his class.  

b. Who is Geoff? Why does Sophie admire him? 

c. Why did the poet think of young trees and merry children? How did it connect with her 

childhood fear? 

d. How is keeping still both physically and mentally beneficial for us? 

e. How does Mr.Lamb keep himself busy when it is a bit cool? 

10 Answer the following question in 120-150 words:      6 

Individuals who belong to enemy countries bear ill will for each other even if they do not know     

each other personally. But at times it is seen that some of them rise above such prejudices. What 

makes a person do so? Answer with reference to ‘The Enemy”.     

 OR 

It may take a long time for oppression to be resisted, but the seeds of rebellion are sowed early in 

life. Do you agree that injustice in any form cannot escape being noticed even by children? 

(Memories of Childhood) 

11.Answer the following in 120 -150 words:       6 

A person with weaknesses is provoked by worldly people and he falls prey to such flaws in him. 

The real personality, according to the author, is that remains unflinching in all sorts of 

provocations. It’s an equanimity. Explain and highlight the message inherent in the lesson, ‘The 

Rattrap”.   

     OR 

The story, ‘The last Lesson’, takes the reader back to the Franco- Prussian war and the capture of 

Alsace and Lorraine by the Prussians. Describe this transition as seen through the eyes of a young 

boy, Franz. 

12.Answer the following in 120 -150 words:       6 

“Unbridled ambition’can drive a man to the brink of disaster and make him lose his reasoning. 

How is   Griffin a manifestation of this statement? 

13.   Compare and contrast the character of Dr. Kemp and Thomas Marvel.  6 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CLASS XII ENGLISH ANSWER KEY 

 

1.1  

1) B 2) C 3) B 

1.2 

i. The giving principle of nature  is evidenced through solids,liquids and minerals like air, water,sun  

and trees. 

ii.Animals provide man with skin, milk, eggs,meat and various services 

iii.According to the writer, we utilize our  free moments by clicking various channels on TV until we 

find something of our interest or wasting time on the Internet and face book. 

iv.by living by the principle  of giving we would  see things change at last, the better, for human kind. 

v.The writer compares human intellect and mind with impliements like the surgeon’s knife for healing 

or as an instrument for killing. 

vi. According  to the law of karma ,whatever we do we are paid back in the same coin. If we do good 

to others, the same happens to us, and if we do bad things to others, the result would be bad to us. 

2.1         a) i    b) i 

2.2 

a) The sun’s rays falling on the wet grass made it sparkle in the light. The patches of greenery in the 

hedges which had withstood nippy winds, looked bright in the sunlight. 

b) When the sunshine hit the ivy covered window frames, they seemed to be repositories of sunshine 

stored over twenty summers. 

c) With the end of autumn, the farmer is ploughing the fields and scattering seed on the brown earth  

d) The autumn berries hang like clusters of coral beads on these trees. The writer compares them to 

orchards described in fables, where they bear jewelled fruit. Other trees sported russet leaves, and on 

trees where tea leaves still clung, the foliage looked crumpled as if struck by fire.  

e) the fallen leaves give off a pleasant fragrance and tame all kinds of harsh sounds. 

f) The setting sun left the surroundings cold and dark. Everything seemed to be dull and gloomy. 

2.3  a) motionless     b) luster 

 

3. Note Making: Individual Answer-Value points: 

4     Notice: 

Format -1  (name of the institution, title, date, writers name with designation) 

Content-2  

Expression-1 

OR 



Poster :    (value points) 

Layout-1   ( eye catching slogans, quotations, visuals, sketches , different fonts) 

Content-2   (theme/subject, relevant contact details, name of issuing authority) 

Expression-1  

 

5.Letter to the editor:  

Format-1  (sender’s address, date, receivers address, subject/heading,salutation,  

                  Complementary close) 

Content-3 

Expression-2 

6.Article: 

Format-1 

Content-4 

Expression- grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling (2.5) 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style   (2.5)  

7.speech/debate  ( same as above) 

Value points: (speech) 

8.a)Aunt Jennifer is weaving a panel of prancing tigers with wool and needle. 

  b) It describes her state of mind. She is nervous and tense due to her married life. 

  c) she creates animals which are so different because she wants freedom and comfort which has so 

flatly disappeared from her married life and prancing tigers symbolize it. 

  d) The name of the poem is Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers  and the poet is Adrienne Rich. 

        OR 

a). It means that a beautiful thing is a source of eternal joy for the onlookers. 

b).A beautiful thing always remains alive in a persons memory even if it has been destroyed. 

c). a bower quiet for us means a place where a person feels peaceful and at rest. 

d). The name of the poem is  A thing of beauty and the poet is John Keats. 

9. 

a) unlike other days , Hamel completed every lesson. Beginning with  writing, a lesson in history 

followed while the little ones learnt blending sounds. Hauser, the aged Mayor ,holding his primer 

joined them  in a voice that trembled with emotion. When the Angelus  sounded , M.hamel walked to 

the board and after writing the message ‘Vive La France” he gestured and said Class is dismissed, 

You may go. 

b)Geoff  is Sopies elder brother. He is an apprentice mechanic. Sophie admires her brother for his 

silence. She thinks that he knows some interesting people and she longs to know them. She wants to 

be closer to her brother and hopes that some day he may take her with him. She imagines herself 

riding ther behind Geoff and visualizes the applause as the world rises to greet them. She longs for 

him to share his exotic dreams with her. 



c) The poet tried to divert her mind from the sight  of her elderly mother by looking out towards the 

young trees rushing past her  car window  and seeing  merry children coming out of their homes. This 

sight was  in contrast  to her childhood fear  about her mother’s advancing years and possible death 

thereafter. This fear brought about a dreaded ache. 

d) When we are totally still , we can introspect ourselves in a better way. We realize the truth of life. 

e) When the weather was cool, Mr.Lamb would get the ladder and stick and pull down the crab apples. 

He would make Jelly out of the ripened orange and golden fruit . This would keep him occupied and 

happy.   

10. Value points: 

 Dr. Sadao-renowned Japanese surgeon –professional  loyalty and humanity 

Helped an American soldier- voice of conscience- nursed him back to life-above racial 

prejudices- no enmity between the two- informs the General- decided to kill- cleverly 

manipulated situation- helps him to escape giving boats- instructions to escape safely- he 

proved that sense of duty and feelings of humanity are above all other emotions. 

OR 

Zitkala  Sa enetering in to the school run by whites that they meant to change her into- taking 

away her native dress stripped her of her modesty- her moccasins were taken away- the 

discipline that she subjected to violated her sense of freedom- her hair was cut and shingled 

against her wishes-this was a final blow to her self respect- her mother taught her that shingled 

hair a sign of cowardice. Bama on the other hand understood the problem of being born in to 

a caste of untouchables.- she had seen an elder of their street being subjected to humiliation 

by the landlord early in life ,impacted her deeply.  

11.  Value points: 

 Author explains through the story that only a balance mind  can keep the person unaffected  

 from worldly people. 

 If the mind is fickle, the person  like the tramp is affected by  such provocations. 

 The crofter provokes the vagabond for money by dangling it before the vagabond’s eyes. 

 It affects the vagabond and he steals the same next morning. 

In the same way the daughter of Ironmaster provokes the vagabonds inner urge for respect 

from others and he surrenders those 30 kroners as Christmas gift to her.   

 

OR 

The bad news continues tormenting the people of Alsace and Lorraine. Prussians have 

acquired the districts of Alsace and Lorraine in the war. Now they want to rule over our minds 

and souls depriving us of our true identity. The orders of German being taught in the schools 

of Alsace have come from the Bulletin…I  was late to school as usual and was banking on the 

usual noisy activity to get to my desk without being seen.  

But,surprisingly, my classmates were already in their places and back benches were 

occupiedby the village people. 

When I looked at M.Hamel,Inoticed that he was wearing his beautiful green coat……….etc. 

M.Hamel announce in a grave and a gentle ton that it was the last lesson in French……….. 

Hamel seemed to be a transformed man now……I suddenly felt a liking for Hamel…. 



I felt so sorry for not learning my lessons, I found my books precious…I was amazed to see 

how well I understood  the last French lesson, French language the most beautiful language 

in the world. As the church clock struck twelve M.Hamel stood up, he wanted to say 

something but emotions chocked him. He could just write Vive La France on the  black board 

and signaled us to go. 

12.  

Griffin is a psychopathic scientist who studied chemistry and physics, specially light-based 

physics. He had a wild desire to be invisible  and reign over the world. He worked tirelessly 

to achieve this  formula and was so desperate to succed that he drove his own father to suicide  

when he had robbed money  from him to promote  his experiments.Griffin is a very interesting 

character, who’s forceful enough to say “go away’ at the beginning of the book and  to beg 

for help near the end.He had no sense of right and wrong  and devoid himself of all human 

interaction that did not benefit him. He set the house, where he was experimenting , on fire in 

order  to conceal and mask his attempts being invisible. He is prone to fits of violence to scare 

and keep others away, whenever they came to suspect his unusual activities and strange 

appearance. He tends to abuse his invisibility to threaten or punish characters like Thomas 

Marvel or doctor Kemp. All his vacuous activities led him to nothingness and ultimately 

resulted in his ruin.  

 

13. Dr. Kemp a former associate of Griffin- Griffin as a student knew Kemp to be interested 

bizarre aspects of science.- It is in Kemps house  that Griffin goes in his final attempt to find 

an accomplice. Kemp , however has no particular sense of loyalty to former student  is not 

prepared to  participate in Griffins grand schemes. He is more deceitful than Griffin knows 

and betrays the invisible man even whle pretending to accept his confidences.  

Thomas Marvel carries the Invisible man’s scientific notebooks and money. Eventually 

Marvel grows afraid of his unseen partner and flees to Port Burdock, taking both notebook 

and money, where he seeks police protection. Although the invisible man is furious and vows 

revenge, he becomes preoccupied with hiding from the law and retaliating against Dr. Kemp, 

and Marvel is spared. Marvel eventually uses the stolen money to open his own inn which he 

calls the Invisible man and prospers. The novel ends with him secretly “marvelling” at Griffins 

notes. It turns out Marvel kept the notes and only views them when thers is nobody around 

them.   

 

 

        


